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LONG-TERM PLANNING FOR SECONDARY 
SCHOOL LIBRARY SERVICE IN CALIFORNIA 


By Mr. C. fF’. Muncy, Assistant Chief Division of Research and 
Statistics, California State Department of Education 


Probably the most constructive 
idea that was born of the depres- 


sion years is the conviction that 
we as a nation must provide a 
“planned economy” if we are to 


gain a satisfactory control over_ 


the forces which dominate our 
well-being. The general acceptance 
of this idea may be traced through 
the subsequent actions of private 
as well as public bodies in the 
adoption of policies and the de- 
velopment of programs of activi- 
ty projected into the future. 


National Government Pioneered 


Field of Long-Term Planning 


Our recent National Congress 
labored over and debated the 
many issues arising out of pro- 
posals for long-term planning dur- 
ing a session which was unprece- 
dented because of its length. Dur- 
ing the past two years forty-six 
of the forty-eight state legisla- 
tures have created state planning 
boards to cooperate with and sup- 
plement the work initiated by the 
National Resources Planning 
Board. As we swing into a period 
of business and industrial devel- 
opment our daily newspapers tell 
us of the widespread adoption of 
plans to stabilize employment, to 
Schedule production, and to pro- 


vide for a natural labor turnover 
through retirement reserves. The 
foregoing summarization serves 
to indicate the broad general out- 
lines of a nationwide attempt to 
redirect those forces which con- 


trol our social and economic live- 
lihood. 


Educational Surveys Apply 
Principles of Long-Term 
Planning 


Likewise in the field of public 
education, long-term planning has 
characterized much of our signifi- 
cant activity, especially during 
recent years. Surveys of educa- 
tional problems whether under- 
taken by the Federal Government 
or by the State or local school 
systems have attempted to re- 
organize the schools in accord 
with a plan projected into the 
future. The monumental Survey 
of Secondary Education, publish- 
ed by the United States Office of 
Education in 1932, is a_ specific 
case in point. Guided by the facts 
presented and recommendations 
made in this national survey, 
many states are now engaged in 
developing plans for thorough- 
going reorganizations of their 
secondary school programs and 
practices. 


The 
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California State Department Of 
Education Undertakes Reorgan- 
ization of Secondary 
Education 
Approximately one year ago the 
California State Department of 
Education launched a_ statewide 
movement for the reorganization 
of secondary school programs and 
curricular offerings. This work 
was initiated by State Superin- 
tendent Vierling Kersey and di- 
rected by Walter R. Hepner, who 
was at that time Chief of the 
Division of Secondary Education. 
The general acceptance of this 
movement by all school people is 
indicative of its significant devel- 
opment during the first year. 


Two tangible accomplishments 
of the first year are noteworthy 
at this point: First, the selection 
and designation of twelve co- 
operating secondary schools io 
serve as representat:ve evaluat- 
ing agencies for the new plans 
as they are developed. These 
schools are: 

Burbank Senior 
Burkank, California. 

Chico High School, Chico, Cali- 
fornia. 

Jordan Senior High School, 
Long Beach, California. 

Eagle Rock Junior-Senior High 
School, Los Angeles, California. 

Franklin High School, Los An- 
geles, California. 

Garfield Junior-Senior High 
School, Los Angeles, California. 

Manual Arts Senior High 
School, Los Angeles, California. 

Fremont Senior High School, 
Oakland, California. 

University Senior High School, 
Oakland, California. 

Pasadena Junior College, Pasa- 
dena, California. 

Sequoia Union High School, 
Redwood City, California. 

Santa Monica Senior High 
School, Santa Monica, California. 
Second, the organization of twen- 
ty-one conference groups to in- 
clude secondary school adminis- 
trators in as many localities of 
the state. Each conference group 
is subject to the call of the chair- 
man and organized for effective 
work on some specific phase of 


High School, 





the problem. 


Plans Made For Reorganization 
of Secondary Education During 
The Current Year 
The movement has entered its 
second year and is now directed 
by Dr. Aubrey A. Douglass who 
succeeded Mr. Hepner as Chief of 
the Division of Secondary Educa- 
tion in September, 1935. Dr. Doug- 
lass’ rich experience as Professor 
of Secondary Education and head 
of the Department of Education 
at Claremont Colleges, together 
with his active participation on 
the state committee for the re- 
organization of secondary schools, 
is evidence of the fact that the 
work undertaken during the cur- 
rent year will be a direct out- 
growth of the accomplishments of 
the past year. The year ahead 
should be productive of specific 
accomplishment in terms of the 
formulation and testing of prac- 
tical techniques and procedures 
for instruction on the secondary 

school levet. 


Plan For Reorganization of Sec- 
ondary Schools Has Significant 
Implications For School 
Librararians 
The implications of this move- 
ment and especially the implica- 
tions of the specific activities 
planned for the current year, are 
of direct and vital importance to 
every secondary school librarian 
‘n the state. It is not difficult to 
pont out the contribution which 
effective secondary school! library 
sev ce can make to the r-organ- 
ized program of studies. Nor do 
we need to debate the thesis that 
the secondary school library is the 
one servic? agency best organized 
to provide for a genuine and con- 
tinuous” revision of secondary 
school curricula. These issues may 
have been seriously debated at one 
t:me but thcy are now facts, ap- 
preciated and respected by all 
persons responsible for the re- 
organization of secondary educa- 
tion in California. The present 
challenge to librarians is for con- 
structive leadership to the end 
that the ideals of school library 
service shall be translated into 
practical and effective techniques 
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and procedures for the improve- 
ment of the entire instructional 
program of the school. 


Initial Responsibility For Im- 

provement of Secondary School 

Library Service Rests With 
Librarians 


Thus, the initial responsibility 
for improving secondary school 
library service, to insure that it 
shall be an integral part of the 
reorganized school program, rests 
with school librarians individually 
and as members of the School 
Library Association of California. 
The professional esprit de corps 
of school librarians, coupled with 
their determination to squarely 
face this responsibility, is ample 
assurance of the ultimate success- 
ful outcome. The _ professional 
committees of the Northern and 
Southern Sections of the Associa- 
tion have for some months been 
engaged in the highly significant 
work of developing and perfecting 
a reporting schedule or question- 
naire to be used in the Survey of 
Secondary School Libraries in 
California. This survey has been 
planned to assemble the essential 
facts concerning secondary school 
libraries for use in developing 
workable standards of practice. 
These standards may well serve 
as the factual background upon 
which to develop new instruction- 
al procedures for the reorganized 


secondary school. 

Goals For Effective Statewide 
School Library Service Listed 
Throughout their work, the pro- 

fessional committees have been 
motivated by the desire to pro- 
vide school library scrvices ior 
every secondary school in Cali- 
fornia, which could be character- 
ized in summary as follows: 


1. A professionally trained li- 
brarian for every secondary school 
library. 

2. Adequate and planned school 
library funds. 

3. School library housing facili- 
ties des:gned for effective service. 

4. A well selected and up-to- 
date collection of library books 
and materials. 

5. Integrated school library ser- 
vice available for all levels of the 
secondary school program. 

The achievement of standards of 
school library service comparable 
to those outlined in the above 
summary will insure for all sec- 
ondary schools the basic materials 
from which programs of studies 
may be currently and continuous- 
ly revised. 

It is pianned to distribute the 
reporting schedules for the sur- 
vey prior to the Thanksgiving 
recess. Your wholehearted coop- 
eration will be genuinely appre- 
ciated, to the end that this work 
may be accomplished effectively. 


BOOKS --- ONE OR MANY? 


By T. M. Riley, Assistant Supervisor Secondary Curriculum 
Seétion --- Los Angeles City Schools 


The innovations and changes 
which have been introduced during 
the past few years into the educa- 
tive processes employed in the 
secondary schools are many and 
far reaching in their ramifications. 
Successful teachers are no longer 
peddlers of knowledge, hearers of 
recitations, or pumpers of dry 
wells; rather are they guides and 
directors of learning activities 
which are carefully planned co- 


op2-at vely by pupils and teacher. 
The colleges are beginning to see 
the necess:ty for modifying their 
traning p.ograms in order to 
p.oiuce teachers with “rich, many 
s ced personalities” instead of nar- 
row sp.cialists, who are either ill 
at ease or terrapin-like must with- 
draw within themselves when 
caught outside the circle of their 
own academic interest. Likewise 
ideas have changed concerning 
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the use and nature of books which 
constitute a major element of the 
environment in which the educa- 
tive experiences take place. 

A discussion of the nature and 
use of books in the modern schools 
seems to come logically under 
four headings: (1) textbooks, (2) 
the classroom library, (3) the 
library, and (4) the librarian. 


TEXTBOOKS. The place of the 
textbook has changed. It is now 
decided that in a given semester 
pupils will engage in learning ac- 
tivities which are in one of the 
several areas of interest; and 
which will contribute to the reali- 
zation of certain desirable out- 
comes. The probable nature of 
these activities is considered be- 
fore one or more books are chos- 
en to serve as the principal means 
for the enrichment of these ex- 
perienc-s. No one book becomes 
a course of study. This indicates 
the desirability of having multiple 
texts differing in content. It is 
also desirable to have texts dif- 
fering in difficulty to accommo- 
date the variety of reading abili- 
ties. In the informal laboratory 
type of classroom procedure these 
books may well be kept and used 
within the classroom and not 
issued to the individual pupils. 
This suggests the absolute neces- 
sity for locker space or a library- 
closet in each classroom. 


THE CLASSROOM LIBRARY. 
lf the experience of the pupil is 
to be rich and highly meaningful, 
his source of information cannot 
be confined to the limits of two 
or three books. On the other hand 
there should be in each classroom 
a collection of books comprising, 
among other things, multiple cop- 
ies of perhaps ten or twelve titles 
dealing with various aspects of 
the area of interest and numerous 
single copies of books which are 
likely to be used frequently. An 
ample supply of relevant maga- 
zines should be on hand at all 
times. Dictionaries, atlases and, if 
possible, a well chosen encyclo- 
pedia should also be available. At 
times books of a more highly spe- 
cializeu nature may profitably be 
brought into the classroom from 


the main library. Books which 
have been written or assembled 
by previous classes of the teach- 
er may well be included also. Some 
very pertinent books of fiction 
may be kept on hand. However, 
the school and public librar‘es can 
be depended upon as a more ade- 
quate source. 

THE LIBRARY. The library of 
the modern school is a beehive of 
activity. In fact, its size and 
equipment and the ability of pu- 
pils efficiently to find materials 
suited to their needs is a fairly 
good criterion for judging the 
total effectiveness of a school. 


There should be on hand some 
books and _ reference materials 
which are highly specialized and 
others which are very broad and 
general in nature. Large quanti- 
ties of fiction, anthologies, and 
periodical literature should be 
available to pupils at all times, 
Copies of the textbooks and books 
of the classroom library might be 
circulated if teachers were dis- 
creet in their demands for work 
outside the classroom. Librarians 
should be extremely cautious in 
the purchase of books lest they 
acquire large numbers of college 
textbooks (in response to teach- 
ers’ requests) and others which 
are too mature or academic and 
not suitable to the use of high 
school pupils. The reading needs 
of so-called slow readers should be 
adequately provided for. Browsing 
should be encouraged by displays 
and posters and entertaining read- 
ing provided, as well as sources 
for the most thorough type of in- 
vestigation in which a high school 
pupil is apt to engage. 

Where sufficient materials can- 
not be provided in the classroom 
and it is necessary for whole 
classes to visit the library, it is 


probably desirable to have a 
number of small tables, about 
which groups of three or four 


may work instead of a few large 
tables with the attendant confu- 
sion caused by large numbers of 
pupils trying to work in close 
quarters. 

THE LIBRARIAN. The task of 
the librarian requires a mental 
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Proteus. Within the limits of phys- 
ical and mental possibility, she 
must be familiar both with the 
areas of interest in which pupils 
are working, as indicated in the 
curricular literature, and with the 
contents of books in the library. It 
would be desirable to have assis- 
tant librarians each of whom 
could render special service in one 
or more fields. Reciprocating this 
increased educational service on 
the part of librarians, teachers 
must become more familiar with 
the techniques of the library and 
plan definitely to train pupils in 
their use. As in the case of text- 
pooks and library books, there 
should be no functional distinc- 
tion between teachers and librar- 
ians. The task of each individually 
and cooperatively is to guide 
pup'‘ls in the learning experience. 





A Disposition With 
Knee-Action Wheels 
By Miss Jasmine Britton, 
Supervising Librarian, 
Los Angeles City Schools 

Recently I attended a meeting 
which was far more than 
just another meeting in the day’s 
work. One of the speakers start- 
ed the machinery of my mind 
turning with a fresh impetus. At 
that moment a new year with a 
widened outlook quietly began. A 
few of the stimulating thoughts 
which are valuable for their com- 
pact wisdom are given below: 

The most important thing for 
you to do is to budget your time 
so that first things come first. 
Otherwise your entire life will be 
taken up with interruptions. 

Scientists tell us that one of 
the enormous pre-historic animals 
of the LaBrea pits had two small 
brains, one in the head and one 
in the hip to direct the activities 
of the lower extremities. Some 
people today conduct themselves 
as if they had two brains. Let 
your head save your heels. 

There are three ways of ob- 
taining an education, first, by 
observation, noting the deeds and 
misdeeds of the world about us; 
second, by teachers; and third, by 


books. Books are the coinage of 
learning which returns again and 
again into circulation. 

We frequently see people who 
have traveled to great lengths 
up and down the world, but they 
have not broadened by so doing. 

There is nothing more richly 
human than the gift of interest 
in people. This is a very different 
thing than gossip about people. 

There are those who are always 
rasping along toward their goal 
with sand in their gears. Be one 
who takes the rough spots in the 
road easily, as if your disposition 
had knee-action wheels. 


Librarians Hear Dr. Winn 


The Library Section of the 
Southern California Junior Col- 
lege Association met following 
the general meeting at the Uni- 
versity of California at Los Ange- 
les, October 12. 

In keeping with the plan for 
the year, Dr. Clifford Winn, In- 
structor in Philosophy and Psy- 
chology and Director of Guidance 
for the Pomona Junior College, 
spoke on “Stimulating Reading in 
the Junior College, Especially 
Among the Non-academic Group.” 
After his excellent talk he kindly 
remained with us and led the dis- 
cussion. He feels strongly with 
such men as Peyton Hurt that 
the librarian must know what stu- 
dents can read, quite as much as 
what they should read. 

They voted to have the chair- 
man write Mr. Bishop recommend- 
ing that the Carnegie Advisory 
Group for Junior College Librar- 
ies take steps toward helping the 
colleges and junior colleges to 
secure a special list of current 
publications somewhat similar to 
the Booklist and the Book Review 
Digest. 

They also voted to hold no oth- 
er regular meeting of the Section 
this year, but to advise all junior 
college hbrarians to visit other 
Section meetings at the general 
spring meeting, and then gather 
together following these in a sep- 
arate library luncheon for dis- 
cuss:on. 
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Fresno Convention Echoes 


By Helen Louise Taylor 

The convention was officially 
opened at a luncheon in the din- 
ing room of the California Hotel, 
Saturday, Oct. 19th, presided over 
by Mrs. Hollis Virginia (Knopf) 
Erikson, president of the Northern 
Section. The speakers of the day 
were Mrs. Esther Birdsall Darling 
and Miss Hildegarde Hawthoine. 


Mrs. Darling, author of Pal.y 
of Nome, Navarre 0: the Norck, 


and, after nineteen years, a new 
dog story about Baldy’s grand- 
son won the hearts of her | sten- 
ers. She told humorously of her 
experiences as an author and how 
she came to write by winning the 
contest of a local brewery for an 
advertising slogan! 

Hildegarde Hawthorne, grand- 
daughter of the great Nathaniel 
gave a vivid picture of her fam - 
ly life, with its economic ups and 
downs and island ventures of her 
father, Julian Hawthorne. Her 
two forthcoming books are Enos 
Mills of the Rockies, the life of 
the famous guide and interpreter 
of the Rocky Mountains, and 
Youth’s Captain, a biography of 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, her grand- 
father’s friend. 

Book exhibits by the Macmillan 
Company, Sather Gate Book Shop, 
Junior Literary Guild, and others, 
and a visit to a cotton gin occu- 
pied the afternoon. 

The evening banquet in the 
Omar Khayyam Tea Room, fur- 
nished a departure from the usual 
menu, Armenian food being serv- 
ed. 

Sunday morning was given over 
to a business meeting, held in the 
Library of the State Teachers’ 


College. The meeting was opened 
with a greeting from Dr. Thomas, 
president of the Fresno State 
Teachers’ College. 

The main accomplishment was 
the passage of the constitution, 
forming a new state school library 
group of officers chosen from both 
the northern and southern sec- 
tions. So that the new constitu- 
tion could go into effect without 
delay, these officers were elected 


immediately. ‘they were Miss 
Joyce Backus, president; Miss 
Edth Titcomb, secretary; and 


Miss Myrtle Barrier, treasurer. 
Dr. Aubrey A. Douglas sent a 
representative to request that li- 
brarians cooperate in the reorgani- 
zation of the school curriculum. 





Hugh Walpole Speaks 
at Christmas Meeting 


Miss Dorothy Drake, program 
chairman of S.L.A.C., Southern 
Section, has received the consent 
of Mr. Walpole to talk to us at 
our Christmas dinner, Friday eve- 
ning, December 20th. There will 
be no busin.ss meeting at ths 
time. Dinner will be served at 
seven o’clock at the Hollywood 
Knickerbocker Hotel—-not neces- 
sarily formal (wear anything you 
have). Come and being your 
friends—principal, vice princ‘pals, 
teachers, or just plain friends. 
Telephone or send _ reservations, 
$1.50 per plate, to M’ss Clara 
Purdum, Mount Vernon Junior 
H'gh School: home phone—Morn- 
ingside 17008, by Thursday, De- 
cembcr 12th; or phone M'ss Doro- 
thy Drake at Vermont 5688 during 
the school day. 





The Bulletin of the School Library Association of California, 
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chairman, C. Louise Roewekamp, 6310 B Cedar Str-et, Huntington 
Park, California. Helen L. Taylor, McKinley Junor Fi gh School, Del 
Mar St. and Oak Knoll Ave., Pasadena, California, has charge of 
circulation. Subscription price 50 cents for the school year, 25 ¢c nts 
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Carnegie Grant to Improve 
Instruction to School 


Librarians 


Miss Jessie Boyd, a graduate of 
the University of California 
Schoo] of Librarianship, has been 
given a year’s leave of absence 
by the Oakland school board to 
make a study, to prepare a course, 
and to teach it to second semes- 
ter students who elect school li- 
brary work at the University of 
California. Her survey is spon- 
sored by the University of Cali- 
fornia School of Librarianship 
under a grant made by the Car- 
negie Corporation on the recom- 
mendation of the American Li- 
bra:y Association, Board of Ed- 
ucation for L‘brarianship. 

The cooperation of all school 
librarians is asked for Miss Boyd 
as she visits libraries throughout 
the state. Her study is limited to 
such investigation of California 
school library service in its rela- 
tion to teaching as is necessary 
to the preparation of a new three- 
unit course with articulated prac- 
tice. She will stress the relation 
of school library service to the 
teaching of the new curriculum 
which involves greater use of 
printed materials. 


As it is now the policy of the 
School of Librarianship to take 
an equal number of students from 
the north and south, the purpose 
of this project to improve the 
preparation of school librarians 
should interest equally all Cali- 
fornia librarians in school service. 


The recently revised curriculum 
of the School of Librarianship al- 
lows specialization in the second 
semester of the first year, to the 
extent that half the time of those 
electing the school library field 
may be spent directly in that 
Specialty and in the related one 
of library work with children. 

There is no duplication betwcen 
this study and the Muncy survey: 
they differ both in purpose and in 
scope. In fact, Mr. Muncy has ex- 
pressed his interest in and sympa- 
thy with Miss Boyd’s project and, 


declaring each quite distinct, has 
stated that they are complemen- 
tary efforts toward the larger 
objective of the development of 
our school libraries in California. 


Pleasure Reading For Boys and 
Girls is an attractive :llustrated 
and annotated list of books for 
elementary and junior high 
schools, published in November, 
1935, by the California State De- 
partment of Education. The prep- 
aration of this list has been for 
the past year under the leader- 
ship of Helen Heffernan, Chief of 
the Division of Elementary Educa- 
tion and Rural Schools, and Elea- 
nor Hitt, Assistant State Librar- 
ian. A group of representative 
children’s librarians, school li- 
brarians, and educators have con- 
tributed generously of their 
knowledge and experience to make 
this much needed list of the ut- 
most value. The titles are group- 
ed under many attractive head- 
ings which will in themselves 
stimulate the imagination and 
suggest fresh approaches to the 
free and enriched reading of chil- 
dren. It will without doubt be an 
indispensable book on the desks 
of teachers and librarians. 


U.S.C. Offers Summer 

Courses in Librarianship 

Miss Gladys English, of the 
Department of Work with Chil- 
dren at the Los Angeles Public 
Library, gave the courses ‘“‘Teach- 
ing the use of books and libraries 
in junior and senior high schools” 
and ‘Children’s literature.” Term 
papers consisting of bibliographies 
useful in their own school were 
ccmpiled by each student. Bib- 
liographies on the social studies 
proved very valuable for the units 
of work in the Los Angeles jun- 
ior and senior high schools. 


Mrs. Mary W. Kaplan, Cataloger, 
Los Angeles Board of Education, 
gave the fundamentals of cata- 
loging and classification especially 
adapted to the small school li- 
brary, based on Akers’ Simple 
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library cataloging and the Dewey 
Decimal Classification. For prac- 
tice each student was expected 
to catalog approximately one hun- 
dred books, chosen to represent a 
small school library. 


Students of the three courses 
appreciated the welcome given to 
them on their weekly visits to the 
following libraries: Los Angeles 
City School Library, Los Ange- 
les Public Library, Los Angeles 
County Library, Belmont High 
School Library and the Hunting- 
ton Library. 


U. C. L. A. Graduate 
Library Courses Given 


Mary R. Bacon, librarian of 
North Central H'gh School, Spo- 
kane, Washington, was the in- 
structor for the two graduate 
sem'nars in school library work 
g ven for the first time in South- 
ern California at U.C.L.A. last 
summer: The Functions of the 
Library in the High School and 


Book Problems of the School Li- 
brary. Class members came from 
Pennsylvania, Oklahoma, and 
northern and southern Califor- 
nia—visitors from as far as Mass- 
achusetts. 


One of the outcomes of this 
study-mart of both theoretical 
and practical problems was the 
series of timely bibliographies 
made by the class members. These 
were being mimeographed for dis- 
tribution to interested librarians 
under the direction of Miss Daisy 
Lake, by means of S.E.R.A. aid. 
In case the work can be resumed 
there will be later announcement. 


Another bit of work, the tenta- 
tive list of examination questions 
in library practice for all high 
school seniors, appeared in the 
September and October numbers 
of the Wilson Bulletin. Country- 
wide use and criticism of these 
questions will be welcomed toward 
evolving a standard test to chal- 
lenge teachers and librarians ev- 
erywhere to give more thorough 
instruction to the whole student 
body. 


Don’t Forget 


We need your financial as well as your moral support. 


Dues paid now will enable us to serve each other and 
our profession for another year. The ties which hold 
us together through the Bulletin and through the 


Association are not merely those of sentiment, but are 


perforce rather firmly knotted with our purse strings. 


Loosen the purse-strings and you draw us more closely 


and more effectively together! 


Send $1.50. to--- 
Helen L. Taylor, 


Mckinley Junior High School 
Del Mar Street and Oak Knoll Ave. 
Pasadena, California 
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ITEMS OF 
PROFESSIONAL 
INTEREST 


Los Angeles City School Librar- 
jans are invited to a display of 
desirable new books on Wednes- 
day, December 4th, in Mrs. 


Smailes’ office at Sentous and 
Pico Blvd. The supplies on the 
Los Angeles City School requisi- 
tion forms will also be exhibited. 
All high school librarians will 
be interested in an article Cur- 
riculum Building in Los Angeles, 
by W. B. Brown in SCHOOL AND 
SOCIETY for September 7. 


Lewis Galantiere in the NA- 
TION and Amy Loveman in the 
SATURDAY REVIEW OF LIT- 
ERATURE and Sydney B. Mit- 
chell in THE LIBRARY QUAR- 
TERLY, are among the critics 
who have reviewed Living with 
Books, by Helen E. Haines. (Co- 
lumbia University Press, $4.00). 
No other book contains such a 
rich mine of information on the 
choice of books. Especially use- 
ful to school librarians are the 
chapters on reviewing books, writ- 
ing annotations, and Miss Haines’ 
lists of the outstanding books of 
biography, travel, drama and 
fiction. 

The first number af a new mag- 
azine THE EDUCATIONAL 
SCENE was published in Los 
Angeles in October (Box 830, Hol- 
lywood, $2.00 per year). Among 
the editors and contributors are 
several well-known superintend- 
ents and teachers. This “journal 
of the modern renaissance’”’ is to 
reflect contemporary currents in 
education. The first issue contain- 
ed four articles representing dif- 
ferent points of view on integra- 
tion, fusion, and correlation. Mr. 
W. B. Brown r.viewed five recent 
books that serve as signposts to 
current history and Marion Hor- 
ton reviewed seven recent novels. 

For the publication of fifty 
Poetry Broadsides the Enoch 
Pratt Free Library of Baltimore 






deserves the gratitude of all li- 
brarians who plan exhibits or ar- 
range bulletin boards. These love- 
ly poems are printed on heavy 
paper, white or delicately colored, 
and measure 17 by 22 inches. 
(Complete set, $5.55, including 
packing and postage; large case 
$1.00 extra. Minimum order 6 
broadsides for $1.00). Modern 
poets are represented as well as 
the older singers. It is difficult 
to select the most charming, but 
no one could buy more delight 
for a dollar than by ordering 
Cargoes by John Masefield, In an 
old Library by Yuan Mei, The 
Song of Sherwood by Alfred 
Noyes, The Hen by Elizabeth 
Madox Roberts, Under the Green- 
wood Tree, by William Shakes- 
peare, and the Hymn to Diana by 
Ben Jonson. In the October issue 
of the ENGLISH JOURNAL a 
teacher describes her use of the 
broadsides and librarians will be 
inspired to many similar ways of 
displaying them. 

Elementary school librarians 
will wish to secure the new Bib- 
liography for Boys and Girls from 
Miss Eleanor Hitt, Assistant Li- 
brarian, State Library, Sacramen- 
to. 

Two new Bulletins useful to 
school librarians are to be had 
from the State Department of Ed- 
ucation, Sacramento: Bulletin No. 
12, June 15, 1935 Regulations 
Governing Granting of Credentials 
and Certificates for Public School 
Service in California and Bulle- 
tin No. 15, August 1, 1935 Digest 
of 1935 Legislation Affecting Ed- 
ucation. 

Mrs. Anne F. Leidendeker’s 
mimeographed list of COORDI- 
NATING REFERENCE SER- 
VICES is probably the most use- 
ful outcome of the Institute for 
Librarians held at U.S.C., Novem- 
ber 8-9. Her “partial list of spe- 
cial services created and main- 
tained in reporting libraries in 
the Sixth District, California Li- 
brary Association’ uses the same 
key as all standard reference 
tools similar to the Union List of 
Serials. A committee will be chos- 
en to further this work. 
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BOOK REVIEWS AND BOOK SELECTION 





By Helen Ek. Haines 


Current book reviewing is the 
basis of most of our current book 
knowledge and our immediate 
judgment concerning contempor- 
ary literature, and for this reason 
the widest possible acquaintance 
with review publications is neces- 
sary to judicious selection of books 
for library use. 

Reviews are the most familiar 
form of exposition concerning 
books. In the past they were apt 
to be long comparative articles, 
often conveying ethical homily or 
political polemic. The critics of 
the great English quarterlies a 
hundred years ago made savage 
attacks upon writers of opposed 
political faith and indulged in a 
mockery or scorn that no editors 
today would accept. Today the 
long book review has been largely 
superseded by the “notice,” rang- 
ing from a dozen lines to two col- 
umns or more. Probably the most 
uneven and unsatisfactory cur- 
rent reviewing appears in news- 
paper columns, though it must be 
rememberea that admirable re- 
views are found in the book pages 
or literary sections of many news- 
papers and that two of the most 
important literary periodicals of 
the day are weekly supplements 
to great New York dailies. Local 
newspapers in which book reviews 
appear are always valuable in 
book selection for the library of 
the local community, and there 
should be close relationship be- 
tween the newspaper and the li- 
brary in the interest of more and 
better use of books. 


From the savagery of the ear- 
lier reviewing we. have passed 
into an engulfing and meaning- 
less amiability. The prevailing at- 
titude of reviewers today is not 
critical but rather one of enthus- 
iastic appreciation or noncommit- 
al acceptance. Much current hook 


reviewing is superficial but 
ardent; it indicates excellencies, 
it conveys subject or theme in as 
lively and entertaining a fashion 
as possible, and it is eager to dis- 
cover and celebrate “greatness.” 
Louis Bromfield, after a careful 
study of the book reviews appear- 
ing in fifty metropolitan news- 
papers during a single year, re- 
ported that one hundred and 
thirty-seven novels had during 
that particular year been acclaim- 
ed as “the best novel of the year” 
and that the same verdict had 
been passed upon twenty-seven 
biographies. 

Nevertheless, from the mass of 
current book reviewing there 
emerges a certain consensus of 
opinion concerning the literature 
of the day, a certain indication of 
its trends, tendencies and quali- 
ties, that must be known and 
heeded in its selection and supply. 
But in all use of current book re- 
views the opinions and prejudices 
of individual reviewers must be 
allowed for, and reviews of diver- 
gent opinion should be compared, 
to gain a more reasoned judgment 
of a book’s scope and value. 

Reviews may be roughly group- 
ed as of three kinds: the long, 
critical or descriptive review of 
the work of a single writer; the 
not:ce, ranging from a column or 
less to two columns or more; and 
the omnibus review of a number 
ot books grouped together. Work 
in the first group represents the 
best in current literary criticism. 
The notice varies greatly in type 
and in quality, its most inferior 
examples being those based upon 
the publishers’ “blurb,” used to 


save the reviewer the trouble of 
reading the book or coining phras- 
es about it. 

There has been a marked de- 
velopment in intelligent, compe- 
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tent book reviewing in this coun- 
try during the last ten years 

but during the last year and a 
half a certain retrogression has 
been apparent; a weakening of 
critical standards and tendency to 
turn reviewing into a medium of 
book publicity. This is probably 
chiefly due to the effect of the de- 
press.on upon the book trade, and 
the resulting effort to stimulate 
book buying by enlisting every 
possible aid to interest the public 
in new books. It is likely that as 
business conditions improve there 
will be a return to higher cv.t.cal 
standards in current reviewing. 


The strongest influences for in- 
jecting the element of public’ty 
into reviewing are personal; and 
among them may be noted the 
teas, dinners and receptions plan- 
ned by publishers, at which their 
authors may meet editors, re- 
viewers, and others who can in- 
fluence the reading public. Frank 
Swinnerton, in h:s book, “Authors 
and the Book Trade,” outlines his 
own Utopian plan for producing 
reviewers for the future, and says: 
“Never under any circumstances 
would I allow any of my students 
to go to a literary lunch, tea, or 
dinner party. I would not allow 
them to lunch with publishers, or 
to accept presents from publish- 
ers of books new or old. I would 
not allow them at any time what- 
ever to receive letters from a- 
thors or invitations from autho’s 
to discuss difficult points in ~ec- 
views. And finally, if any one of 
them showed signs of wishing to 
become an author, I would instant- 
ly dismiss him from the critical 
classes.” 


Among book reviewing publica- 
tions of special importance to li- 
brarians, the Saturday Review of 
Literature holds first place, for 
high critical standards, editorial 
personality and authority. With it 
in popularity and usefulness hbe- 
long the New York Times Book 
Review and “Books,” the weekly 
review of the New York Herald- 
Tribune; while among reviewing 
columns maintained by newspa- 
pers those of William Soskin in 


Southern Section 


the Hearst papers and John 
Chamberlain in the New York 
Times deserve commendation. The 
book reviews in the ‘“‘Nation” and 
the “New Republic” are always 
valuable to librarians; as is the 
monthly bulletin of the American 
News Co., the “Atlantic Book- 
shelf,” and the Check-list of new 
books published regularly in the 
“American Mercury.” “Books 
Abroad,” an international quar- 
terly, covering current foreign 
literature, and the London Times 
Literary Supplement published 
weekly, are also review publica- 
tions of wide value to libraries. 

In the situation that confronts 
libraries today, with drastic re- 
duction of book funds and conse- 
quent shrinkage of book service, 
judicious’ selection of current 
books becomes more and more 
important. While utilizing to the 
full, with expert skill, all the aid 
that can be drawn from current 
book reviews, librarians must 
more and more make first-hand 
knowledge of the book itself the 
vital factor in selection. 


Reduced book budgets enforce 
upon every library some formula- 
tion of principles and methods 
that may mitigate the present 
problem of book selection. In such 
a formulation, the following prin- 
ciples seem to me of first im- 
portance: 

Maintain quality. Books of au- 
thority in knowledge, of creative 
vitality and of excellence in lit- 
erary expression should consist- 
ently be given preference. Though 
the library’s collection shrinks in 


bulk it should not deteriorate in 
quality. 


Preserve proportionate 
values. Selection should respond, 
as far as possible to leading 
trends of public interest. Books 
that deal with immediate social, 
political and industrial problems 
end national and world affairs; 
those which popularize and hu- 
manize knowledge; those which 
develop individual aptitudes and 
efficiences, demand particular con- 
s eration. If mediocre, crude and 
inferior fiction is eliminated frem 
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current selection and replacement, 
such winnowing will soon reduce 
both the bulk and the circulation 
of fiction; but in the fiction collec- 
tion as a whole, variety snould 
be carely maintained, quality im- 
proved and public demand recog- 
nized. 


Determine essentials and reduce 
non-essentials. In the present day 
of swift transiticn the new 1s 
more important than the old. Be- 
tween the older standard work 
that has lost its significance and 
appeal to the reader of today and 
the new book of less original im- 
portance that offers vital piesent 
interest, that interprets immed- 
iate experience and reflects the 
spirit of the time in its own mode 
ef expression choice should turn 
to the new. Pass over books of 
indeterminate appear, and those 
that are merely echoes of other 
writers. Eliminate from replace- 
ment titles that have outlived 
their usefulness or that are of in- 
herent mediocrity; too many li- 
braries automatically replace cer- 
tain authors and titles that have 
long been read, but that might 
well be drepped in favor of newer 
books. 


In any consideration of book 
values it must be remembered 
that there is no magic formula 
by which prompt and certain dis- 
tinction may be made between a 
good book and a poor one. All the 
principles and tests and sugges- 
tions that can be fermulated may 
be applied with an insensitivity 
that renders them useless or a 
wavering certainty that nullifies 
them. 


Harriet Ford Griswold was in 
Europe this summer. She parked 
the baby with her mother-in-law 
in Cleveland. 


Miss Jasmine Britton announces 
that during Book Week Los An- 
geles school libraries may stress 
science books, particularly those 
on astronomy, because of our new 
planetarium in Griffith Park. 


PERSONAL 
ITEMS 


M.ss Emily Break who has fill- 
ed the pesition of library clerk at 
Abraham Lincoln High School, 
Los Angeles, since January 1928, 
was married on July 6th, to Mr. 
Clarence Stickley. The students, 
faculty and librarian of the school 
rejoice that this very loveable 


and popular woman is to continue 
her work there. 


Miss Hazel Vaughn, formerly of 
Santa Monica Jr. High School, 
and a graduate of U. C. School 
of Librarianship is organiz:ng the 
new Beverly Hills High School 
library. 


Miss Lutie Beggs, formerly of 
Ventura Junior High School, is 
now at South Pasadena Junior 
High School. 


Miss Laura K. Martin has tak- 
en Miss Beggs’ place at Ventura 
Junior High School. 


Mrs. Katherine M. Morten, Li- 
brarian of McKinley Junior High 
School is on leave of absence this 
year. 


Viola Estelle Stevens, Librar- 
ian of John Marshall High School, 
received several prizes for her 
unusually lovely fiower arrange- 
ments at the Fall Flower Show 
in Pasadena, October 25. 


Lenore Townsend, Supervisor of 
the Elementary School Libraries 
in Beverly Hills, describes the 
work of the libraries in the Octo- 


ber issue of the Sierra Educational 
News. 


The School Library Association, 
Southern Section, wishes to ex- 
pr. ss its sympathy to Mrs. Doris 
Price Rowlands for the death of 
her mother in June. 


Alma (Becker) Fricke has 
another child, a boy, whom sh¢ 
refers to as her “second edition.” 
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Anderson, Maxwell, Valley Forge, 
Dodd, 1934, $2.50 
Senior high school. Drama with 
excellent picture of Washing- 
ton at Valley Forge.—H. L. 
Taylor. 

Ansley, C. F., ed‘tor. Colurmmb’a e- 
cyclopedia, Columbia university 
press, 1935, $17.50 
Jr. H. S. and Sr. H. S. Compact 
and simply written one volume 


encyclopedia. Excellent.—Mar- 
ion Horton 
Ashton, Helen, MHornet’s nest, 


Macmillan, 1935, $2.50 

J. C. and adult. Lives of nurses, 
doctors, and patients ‘n Uinglsn 
nursing home.—Ruby DekKlotz 

Bagnold, Enid, National Velvet, 
Morrow, 1935, $2.50 
Sr. H. S. An impossible but de- 
licious account of a girl’s win- 
ning of the Grand National. 
Marion Horton 

Beebe, William, Half mile down, 
Harcourt, 1934, $5.00 
Sr. H. S. and adult. Deep-sca 
diving.—C. L. Roewekamp 

Bennett, M. E. Bui‘ld‘ng vour Ife. 
McGraw-Hill, 1935, $2.50 
J. C. An intelligent, practical 
guide for those inter stel ‘n 
getting the most out of life. 
Ruby DeKlotz 

Brewer, Reginald, Delightful di- 
version. Macmillan, 1935, $3.00 
J. C. and adult. Interesting an1 
useful for those wishing to col- 
lect books without much cx- 
pense.—H. L. Taylor 
Cather, Willa Luev 
Knopf, 1935, $2.00 
Sr. H. S. Lovely romance tv'th 
Nebraska and Chicago back- 
ground.—-Mar‘on Horton 

Clark, Grover, Great wall crum- 

bles, Macmillan, 1935, $3.50 

Sr. H. S. and adult. Political and 


Gavheart, 
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social interpretation of modern 
China.—T. C. Fulford 


Corsi, Edward, In the shadow of 
liberty, Macmillan, 1935, $3.50 
Sr. H. S., J. C. and faculty. Ab- 
sorbing account of Ellis Island 
told by an immigrant who 
eventually became director of 
the station.—V. E. Clapp 


Dana, Julian, Sutter of California. 
Press of the pioneers, 1934, $3.75 
Sr. H. S. and J. C. Good sup- 
plementary material for Cali- 
fornia history.—H. L. Taylor 

Daringer, H. F., compiler. Poet’s 
craft. World book, 1935, $1.25 
Jr. H. S. and Sr. H. S. Excellent 
anthology arranged by types of 
poetry.—Dorothy Drake 


Day, Clarence, Life with Father. 
Knopf, 1935, $2.00 


Sr. H. S. Life in the Day 
family in the ’80s. Hilarious. 
Literary excellence.— Marion 
Horton 


Dennis, L. T. Living together in 
the family. American home 
econom cs, 1934. $1.10 
Sr. H. S. Highly recommended 
for use by students.—M. W. 
Kaplan 

Dimnit, Ernest, My old world. 
Simon, 1935, $2.50 

Se. H. S. and faculty. France of 
the author’s early life. Charm- 
ing, humorous and joyous.—E 
Daisy Lake 

Ditmars, R. L. Zoography. Lippin- 
cott, 1934, $2.00 
Elem. and Jr. H. S. Useful for 
animal studies and decorative 
maps.—M. K. Herron 

Dressler, Marie. My own story. 


Little, 1935, $2.50 
Sr. H. S. A popular account in 
entertaining, easy style. Whole- 


some and pleasant.—E. Daisy 
Lake 
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Every Week. 353 Fourth Avenue, 
N. Y . C., 25c for 20 wks 
Jr. H. S. and Sr. H. S. A current 
events magazine planned for 
social studies classes.—Marion 
Horton 


Gordon, Caroline, Aleck Maury, 
sportsman. Scribner, 1935, $2.00 
J. C. and adult. A novel of inter- 
est to nature lovers.—Emily 
Kemp 

Hathaway, E. V. Romance of the 
American map. McGraw-Hill, 
1934, $2.00 
Sr. H. S. Selections from well 
known writers. Supplementary. 
—H. L. Potter 


Huxley, Julian. Science and social 
needs. Harper, 1935, $2.75 
Sr. H. S. and J. C. Survey of 
scientific endeavor in Great Bri- 
tain.— Elizabeth Neal 

Kirkland, Winifred. Girls who be- 
came artists. Harpers, 1934, 
$1.00 
Jr. H. S. Brief and useful. D. B. 
Payne 

Kirkland, Winifred, Girls who be- 
came writers. Harpers, 1933, 
$1.00 
Jr. H. S. Short biograph‘cal 
sketches including some living 
authors.—D. B. Payne 


Kyrk, Hazel, Economic problems 
of the family. Harper, 1933. 
$3.50 
Sr. H. S. and J. C. Thorough 
study of present economic pos - 
tion of the family.—M. W. Kap- 
lan 


Lambert, Constant, Music 
Scribners, 1933. $3.75 
Adult. Interesting for music ap- 
preciation, showing influence of 
modern life on composition.— 
Heien Wst:ll 

Lewis, E. F., Ho-Ming, girl of new 
China. Winston, 1934, $2.00 
Grade 6 and Jr. H. S. Story 
showing contrast between old 
and new China.—M. K. Herron 

McFee, William, More harbours 
of memory. Doubleday, 1934, 
$2.50 


Ho! 


J. C. and adult. Delightful es- 
says on sea_ travel.—Verna 
Clapp 
Mann, Lucille, From jungle to zoo, 
Dodd (Junior Literary Guild), 
1934, $2. 00 
Jr. H. S. and Sr. H. S. Author’s 
adventures in South American 
jungles.—Cosette Anderson 
Meader, S. W., Lumberjack. Har- 
court, 1934, $2.00 
Jr. H. S. and grade 10. Story 
based on actual experiences.— 
Verna Andrew 


Mitchell, R. J., Life and adventure 
in medieval Europe. Longmans, 
1934, $2.25 
Jr. H.S. Supplementary.—Verna 
Andrew 

Morris, R. T., Fifty years a sur- 
geon. Dutton, 1935, $3.50 
Sr. H. S. and J. C. Value for 
pre-med and nursing students. 

[Elizabeth Neal 


Nolan, J. C., The Young Douglas. 


McBride (Junior Literary 
Guild), 1934, $2.50 
Jr. H. S. and Sr. H. 8. Back- 
ground reading for period ot 
Mary, Queen of Scots.—Marion 
Horton 

O’Connell, Charles, Victor book 
of the symphony. Simon, 1934, 
$3.50 
Sr. H. S. and adult. Excellent 


hand book for teachers and stu- 
cents.—Margaret Glassey 


Outhwaite, Leonard. Unrolling the 
map. Reynal (Junior Literary 
ruild), 1935, $3.75 
Jr. H. S. and Sr. H. S. History 
of d'scovery from 2750 B. C. to 
1935 A. D. Well illustrated.— 
D. B. Payne 

Pack, A. N. Challenge of leisure. 
Macmillan, 1935, $2.00 
Sr. H. S. and J. C. Sane and 
practical for social studies 
courses._-D. B. Payne 

Phillips, M. C. Skin deep; the 
truth about beauty aids—safe 
and harmful. Vanguard, 1934, 
$2.00 
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Sr. H. S. and J. C. Authoritative 

counsel on the real value and 

cost of cosmetics.—V. E. Clapp 
Pirandello, Luigi. The naked truth 

and eleven other short stories. 

Dutton, 1934, $2.25 

J. C. and faculty. Short stories 


depicting life and people of 
southern Italy.—I. M. Neales 
Robbins, Lionel. Great depres- 


sion. Macmillan, 1934. $3.00 
J. C. Conservative presentation. 
M. W. Kaplan 

Rothery, Agnes. Sweden. Viking, 
$3.00 
Sr. oH. S. Valuable travel book 
recommended for material on 
peace and modern architecture. 

D. M. Drake 


Safford, H. B. That Bennington 
Mob. Julian Messner, 1935, $2.00 
Sr. H. S. The Revolutionary per- 
iod in New Hampshire and Ver- 
mont.—Emily Kemp 

Sanchez, N. V. Stories of the Latin 
American Stat-s. Crowell, 1934. 
$2.50 
Elem. to H. S. Reference. 
Anette Mackie 


Sevareid, A. E. Canoeing with the 
Cree. Macmillan, 1935. $1.50 
Jr. H. S. and Sr. H. S. Thrill- 
ng account of canoe trip from 
Minneapolis to Atlantic Ocean 
by two boys.—-Cosette Ander- 
son 

Shannon, Monica. Dobry. Viking, 
1934. $2.00 
Grades 5-6 and J. H. S. Peasant 
life in Bulgaria, artistically 
done. Newbery medal.—M. K. 
Herron 

Vanderbilt, Cornelius. Farewell to 
Fifth Avenue. Simon, 1935. 
Sr. H. S. and J. C. Society nov- 
el in journalistic style—R. 
Grinstead 

Van Doren, Carl. What is Ameri- 
can literature? Morrow, 1935. 
$1.00 
Sr. H. S. A good introduction to 
outstanding American authors. 
—D. B. Payne 


Van Loon, H. W. Ships and how 
they sailed the seven _ seas. 
Simon, 1935. $3.00 
Jr. H. S. and Sr. H. S. History 
of water transportation.—Verna 
Clapp 


Zinsser, Hans. Rats, lice and his- 
tory. Little, 1935. 
College and Adult. Influence of 
contagious diseases on world 
history.—Ruby Charlton 


Arnold, Oren, Wild life in the 
Southwest. Upshaw, 1935 $1.75 
(School ed. $1.28) 

Elementary and J.H.S. Plants, 
birds and beasts. Well indexed. 
-—Emily W. Kemp 


Blake, George, Heart of Scotland. 
Scribner, 1935 $2.75 
Sr. H. S. and J. C. Thoughtful 
study of Scottish temperament 
and countryside— Annette 
Mackie 


Blake, Gladys, The faraway mys- 
tery. Appleton-Century, 1935 
$2.00 
J. H. S. and S. H. S. Recreation- 
al girls’ story—O. E. Beckwith 


Borden, Richard, Public speaking 
—as listeners like it! Harper, 
1935 $1.50 
S. H. S. and J. C. Lively, con- 


cise, invaluable to nervous 
speakers -—C. Louise Roewe- 
kamp 


Buck, Frank, Fang and claw. Si- 
mon & Schuster, 1935 $2.50 
S. H. S. and J. C. Short Sketch- 
es of wild animals and men in 
Asiatic jungles —Emily W. 
Kemp 


Causey, David, Uninvited guests. 
Knopf, c1932 $2.00 
Adult. Humorously _ scientific 
discussion of man’s parasites. 
Clever illustrations—Teresa C. 
Fulford 


Davis, H. L. Honey in the horn, 
Harper, 1935 $2.50 
J. C. Colorful, humorous, earthy, 
historical novel of Oregon home- 
steading. Harper prize novel— 
Helen L. Taylor 
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Emerson, Haven, Alcohol; its ef- 
fects on man. Appleton, 1934 
$1.00 
S. H. S. and J. C. Impartial 
summary of the medical pro- 
fession’s attitude—Daisy Lake 


Fenton, Carrell, Along the hill. 
Reynal, 1935 $1.25 
Elem., J. H. S. and S. H. S. 
Clear, authentic geology—Emily 
W. Kemp 


Lanham, Edwin, Wind blew west. 
Longmans, 1935 $2.50 


Feature Articles 


Book Notes 
Mailing list 


Personal news 


Poetry 


improvements 


Se 
| 


Rejected for all school libraries 
—Daisy Lake 


Lindbergh, Mrs. Anne (Morrow), 
North to the Orient. Harcourt, 
1935 $2.50 
S. H. S. and up. Charming ac- | 
count of the Lindbergh’s 1931 
flight--Daisy Lake 


O’Brien, P. J. Will Rogers. Win- 
ston, 1935 $1.00 
J. H. and up. A rambling but 
pleasant account of the humor- 
ist—-M. E. Smith 
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BULLETIN STAFF 


Miss Marion L. Horton 


List of officers and committee members...........................- 


Mrs. Ethelene M. Kitching 
Miss Virginia T. Fullwood 
Miss Lenore Townsend 
Mrs. Teresa C. Fulford 


‘Yimely notices (professional news items) 


Miss Annette Mackie 


Conventions and special meetings...................... Mildred E. Smith 


Lillian L. Dickson 


Mrs. Frances T. Neill and Dora F. Sager 
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